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flight lie would have seen that it would have been safer
to hide his weapons in some ditch. He lost his head
when he took the gipsies into his confidence. They
talked. The whole village soon knew of the strange
visitor. Oreb thought that even if they got to know
they would say nothing to the police. Again he was
wrong. The police were soon told all about it and he
was arrested.

Peter Oreb in custody showed another side of his
character.    He admitted his guilt freely and told no
lies.    Begovitch  and  Pogorelats   stoutly  denied that
they had been sent to kill the King, but Oreb made a
clean  breast  of it.    It  might   otherwise  have  been
difficult to prove, except by circumstantial evidence.
But Oreb had already killed a gendarme.    For that he
was certain to be executed.    Even had he killed Alex-
ander also, a man cannot be executed twice.   There
was nothing to deter him from confession unless he
were a passionate devotee of Pavelhch.    That he was
not.   He had come to understand that Pavelitch was
a cheat.    He had been told that the Croats wanted the
King killed and that they would shelter him.   He had
found them all cheering for the King.    He had been
assured that there was going to be an armed rising,
but that was wrong.   All the men in uniform in the
Italian camps were being cheated.    He had been offered
a large, sum but he could never have got back to receive
it.   Oreb was simple-minded, almost childish, and one
should not judge him too hardly, although he did kill a
policeman.    He never had much of a chance to become
an honest man and a law-abiding peasant.    For he had
the stigma of illegitimacy and was given into the hands
of smugglers in his childhood.

He. told the whole story to the Zagreb police. The
Hungarian passport received much attention. In this
document his name was given as Benedict Emil, a
Hungarian subject. Oreb at once disclosed his true
name and nationality. He declared he had never been